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1  Definitions 

(1) In this Schedule a word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned 
in the Act shall bear the meaning so assigned to it, and unless the context otherwise 
indicates- 

'Aliens Control Act' means the Aliens Control Act, 1991 (Act 96 of 1991) as 
amended; 

'dependant' means an applicant's spouse, unmarried dependant child under 
the age of 18 years, or any destitute, aged or infirm member of the principal 
applicant's family; 

'family' means the father and mother and any children who, by reason of age 
or disability, are, in the opinion of the Refugee Status Determination Officer, 
mainly dependant on the father or mother for support. 'Family' also means an 
aged or infirm member of the principal applicant's family; 

'final determination' means a determination for which any appeals to the 
Refugee Appeal Board have been exhausted or the time period to file an appeal 
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has expired, or may mandatory review by the Standing Committee has been 
completed; 

'hearing' in the context of these Regulations, means an informal, non- 
adversarial interview with a Refugee Determination Officer; 

'spouse' with respect to any person, means the party of the opposite sex to 
whom that person is joined in marriage; 

'the Act' means the Refugees Act, 1998 (Act 130 of 1998). 
Unless the context otherwise indicates, a reference to a section by a specific 

number shall be interpreted as a reference to the section of that number in the Act. 
In the regulations, any reference to an Annexure to the regulations shall be 

constructed as referring to an Annexure to the English text of the Regulations. 

2  Application for asylum 

(1) An application for asylum in terms of section 21 of the Act- 
 (a) must be lodged by the applicant in person at a designated Refugee 

Reception Office without delay; 
 (b) must be in the form and contain substantially the information prescribed 

in Annexure 1 to these Regulations; and 
 (c) must be completed in duplicate. 

(2) Any person who entered the Republic and is encountered in violation of the 
Aliens Control Act, who has not submitted an application pursuant to subregulation 
2(1), but indicates an intention to apply for asylum shall be issued with an 
appropriate permit valid for 14 days within which they must approach a Refugee 
Reception Office to complete an asylum application. 

3  Adjudication process, time periods, and conditions 

(1) Applications for asylum will generally be adjudicated by the Department of 
Home Affairs within 180 days of filing a completed asylum application with a 
Refugee Reception Officer. 

(2) To apply for asylum and while the asylum application is pending, the 
applicant must appear in person as required at the designated Refugee Reception 
Office where the application was originally filed for the following purposes: 
 (a) completing the application with a Refugee Reception Officer; 
 (b) appearing for an interview before a Refugee Status Determination Officer 

on the date specified on the asylum seeker permit, normally within 30 
days of the asylum application being completed; 

 (c) receiving the decision on the asylum application; and 
 (d) as otherwise required according to conditions specified in the asylum 

seeker permit. 

(3) If the Department fails to adjudicate a case within 180 days, excepting delays 
caused by the applicant without just cause, the applicant will be permitted to apply 
to the Standing Committee for work or study authorisation or relief from other 
conditions that may have been imposed by the Standing Committee. 

(4) If the applicant is unable to appear according to the conditions of the asylum 
seeker permit, the Department may provide condonation upon request if the 
applicant can establish just cause. 

(5) Unaccompanied children and mentally disabled persons who appear to qualify 
for refugee status must be assisted in applying for asylum in accordance with 
section 32 of the Act. 

(6) Subregulation 3(3) does not apply to applications submitted prior to the 
effective date of these Regulations. 
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4  Duties of refugee reception officer 

(1) A Refugee Reception Officer must: 
 (a) ensure that the applicant is provided adequate interpretation according 

to Regulation 5 and any guidelines established by the Department of 
Home Affairs; 

 (b) issue to the applicant an asylum seeker permit in the prescribed form, 
which includes notice in writing to appear before a Refugee Status 
Determination Officer for an interview on a date specified, normally not 
later than 30 working days after the initial lodging of the application; 

 (c) verbally notify the applicant of the conditions of the permit and the 
requirement of appearing on the return date specified on the permit; 

 (d) verbally notify the applicant that the permit may be withdrawn upon 
failure to comply with the conditions of the permit, subjecting the 
applicant to detention and other consequences that may result from 
withdrawal of the permit; 

 (e) renew the asylum seeker permit each time the applicant appears as 
scheduled in the course of the adjudication process. 

5  Interpretation 

(1) Where practicable and necessary, the Department of Home Affairs will 
provide competent interpretation for the applicant at all stages of the asylum 
process. 

(2) When it is not practicable for the Department of Home Affairs to provide an 
interpreter and interpretation is needed, the applicant will be required to provide an 
interpreter. The interpreter may not be a representative or employee of the country 
in which the applicant fears persecution or harm. 

(3) In cases where subregulation 5(2) applies, the applicant will be given at least 
7 days' advance notice that- 
 (a) the applicant is required to bring an interpreter to the interview before 

the Refugee Reception Officer or Refugee Status Determination Officer; 
 (b) the interpreter must be competent to translate a language spoken and 

understood by the applicant, to a language spoken and understood by 
the Refugee Reception Officer or Refugee Status Determination Officer 
and visa versa; 

 (c) the interpreter cannot be the applicant's attorney or representative, a 
witness testifying on the applicant's behalf, or a representative or 
employee of the country in which the applicant fears persecution or 
harm; 

 (d) failure without just cause to provide a competent interpreter may 
constitute a violation of terms of the asylum seeker permit, but will not 
prejudice adjudication of the claim to refugee status once interpretation 
is obtained; and 

 (e) any delays caused by failure to provide a competent interpreter, after 
the 7-days' advance notice required by this subregulation 5(3) has been 
given, will not count toward the 180-days' adjudication period for 
purposes of eligibility for employment or study authorisation. 
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6  Disclosure of information and surrender of documents 

(1) An asylum applicant shall- 
 (a) comply with the fingerprinting and photographing requirements pursuant 

to section 21(3) of the Act; 
 (b) provide all the information required in Annexure 1 to these Regulations; 
 (c) provide, where available, any additional information that the Refugee 

Reception Officer deems necessary in order to verify the information 
furnished in Annexure 1 to these Regulations; 

 (d) present for examination his or her identification and travel documents if 
he or she is in possession of these documents; and 

 (e) surrender any permit issued to him or her in terms of the Aliens Control 
Act, for cancellation as contemplated in section 22(2) of the Act. 

(2) Pursuant to section 21(5) of the Act, the information contained in an asylum 
application and elicited at the hearing, and other records that indicate an individual 
has applied for asylum, shall not be disclosed without the written consent of the 
applicant, except as provided in subregulation 6(3). 

(3) Subregulation 6(2) does not apply to disclosures to a government official or 
employee of the Republic who has need to examine the information in connection 
with- 
 (a) the adjudication of the asylum application; 
 (b) the defence of any legal action arising from the adjudication or failure to 

adjudicate the asylum application; 
 (c) the defence of any legal action of which the asylum application or 

continuing eligibility for refugee status is a part; 
 (d) or any investigation concerning any criminal or civil matter. 
 (4) Failure to comply with subregulation (1), without just cause, may 

constitute failure to comply with the terms of the asylum-seeker permit. 

7  Asylum seeker permit 

(1) A permit issued in terms of section 22 of the Act: 
 (a) must be in the form and contain substantially the information prescribed 

in Annexure 3 to these Regulations; 
 (b) will be of limited duration and contain an expiry date; 
 (c) will be renewed at the Refugee Reception Office upon the appearance of 

the applicant for each scheduled appointment; 
 (d) will specify the time and date when the applicant must return to a 

specified Refugee Reception Office; and 
 (e) will notify the applicant that failure to comply with the condition of 

appearing personally at a designated Refugee Reception Office no later 
than the time and date specified will result in withdrawal of the asylum 
seeker permit in terms of section 22(6) of the Act and subject the 
applicant to detention pending a decision on the asylum application. 

(2) Asylum applicants must at all times be in possession of the original permit as 
proof of their legal status should such proof be required. 

(3) An asylum seeker permit referred to in section 22(1) of the Act shall be valid 
only if a Departmental stamp has been affixed to it. 
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8  Failure to appear, withdrawal of asylum seeker permit, and detention 

(1) Failure to appear as specified in the permit or to otherwise comply with 
conditions specified in the permit, without just cause, may: 
 (a) constitute grounds for withdrawal pursuant to section 22(6) of the Act; 
 (b) if the asylum seeker permit is withdrawn, subject the applicant to 

detention in terms of section 23 of the Act; and 
 (c) subject the applicant to the provisions of section 22(7) of the Act. 

(2) The asylum seeker permit may be withdrawn pursuant to section 22(6) of the 
Act if- 
 (a) the applicant contravenes conditions endorsed on the permit; 
 (b) a Refugee Status Determination Officer finds that the asylum application 

is manifestly unfounded, abusive or fraudulent and the finding has been 
upheld by the Standing Committee; 

 (c) the asylum application has been rejected and any appeals to the Refugee 
Appeal Board have been exhausted or the time period to file an appeal 
has lapsed; 

 (d) there is a final determination that the applicant is excluded from 
obtaining refugee status pursuant to section 4 of the Act; 

 (e) there is a final determination that the applicant no longer qualifies for 
refugee status pursuant to section 5(1) of the Act, provided that, if 
section 5(1)(c) of the Act applies, the applicant has failed to establish 
compelling reasons arising out of any previous persecution for refusing to 
avail himself or- herself of the protection of the country of nationality, 
pursuant to section 5(2) of the Act. 

9  Limitation on departure from the republic 

(1) An asylum seeker whose permit has lapsed in terms of section 22(5) of the 
Act and who returns to the Republic seeking asylum will have violated the conditions 
of the asylum seeker permit and may be subject to detention pending the 
adjudication of the asylum application, unless the applicant can establish compelling 
reasons for leaving the Republic without the consent of the Minister. 

(2) An asylum seeker who returns to the country of feared persecution or harm 
may, in terms of section 5 of the Act, cease to qualify for refugee status if there is 
evidence that, during the, return, he or she sought protection of the country or 
became re-established there. 

10  Hearing before Refugee Status Determination Officer 

(1) In complying with the provisions of section 24 of the Act, the Refugee Status 
Determination Officer will conduct a non-adversarial hearing to elicit information 
bearing on the applicant's eligibility for refugee status and ensure that the applicant 
fully understands the procedures, his or her rights and responsibilities and the 
evidence presented. 

(2) The Refugee Status Determination Officer may- 
 (a) verify the identity of any interpreter present; 
 (b) verify the identity of any dependants seeking refugee status based on 

their relationship to the applicant; 
 (c) receive evidence; and 
 (d) question the applicant and any witness. 
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(3) The applicant must respond to any questions asked by the Refugee Status 
Determination Officer, including- 
 (a) information regarding his or her identity and the identity of any 

dependants seeking refugee status based on their relationship to the 
applicant; 

 (b) reasons for seeking asylum; and 
 (c) any grounds that might exclude the applicant from refugee status under 

section 4 of the Act. 

(4) The applicant may- 
 (a) have counsel or a representative present, at no cost to the government, 

and subject to the conditions of subregulation 6; 
 (b) present witnesses; and 
 (c) submit affidavits of witnesses and other evidence. 

(5) At the end of the initial hearing, the applicant's counsel or representative 
shall have an opportunity to make a statement or comment on the evidence 
presented, subject to the Refugee Status Determination Officer's discretion 
regarding the length of such statement or comment. Comments may also be 
submitted in writing. 

(6) At the conclusion of the initial hearing, the Refugee Status Determination 
Officer will advise the applicant of the date and time to return to the Refugee 
Reception Office to conclude the hearing and receive the decision on the application. 

11  Burden of proof and evidence 

(1) The applicant bears the burden of proof to establish that he or she is a 
refugee as defined in section 3 of the Act and is not excluded from refugee status 
pursuant to section 4 of the Act- 

(2) In the absence of documentary evidence, an applicant's credible testimony, in 
consideration of conditions in the country of feared persecution or harm, may suffice 
to establish eligibility for refugee status. However, the Refugee Status 
Determination Officer may request the applicant to provide documentation, where 
available. 

12  Eligibility determinations and service of decisions 

(1) With exception of cases decided under section 35(1) of the Act, each 
eligibility determination will be made on a case-by-case basis, taking into account 
the specific facts of the case and conditions in the country of feared persecution or 
harm. In making a determination on eligibility, the Refugee Status Determination 
Officer may 
 (a) request information or clarification from the applicant or Refugee 

Reception Officer; 
 (b) consult with and invite a UNHCR representative to provide information 

and, with the permission of the asylum seeker, provide the UNHCR 
representative with any information requested by the UNHCR, pursuant 
to subsections 24(b) and (c) of the Act; 

 (c) consider country conditions information from reputable sources; and 
 (d) refer any question of law to the Standing Committee pursuant to section 

24(3)(d) of the Act. 

(2) The applicant must return to the designated Refugee Reception Office to 
conclude the initial hearing and personally receive the decision on his or her asylum 
application. At his or her discretion, the Refugee Status Determination Officer may 
ask the applicant additional questions regarding eligibility for refugee status. 
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(3) If an application is rejected, the applicant must be provided with a written 
decision identifying the reason for the rejection. 

(4) If an application is approved, the Refugee Reception Office will provide the 
applicant with written acknowledgement of refugee status. 

13  Referral to Standing Committee 

(1) In determining whether an application was correctly rejected as manifestly 
unfounded, abusive or fraudulent, the Standing Committee may- 
 (a) invite the UNHCR representative to make oral or written representations; 
 (b) request attendance of any person who may provide the Committee with 

information relevant to the determination; 
 (c) make further enquiry and investigation as it deems appropriate; and 
 (d) request the applicant to appear before the Committee and provide other 

information deemed necessary. 

(2) The Standing Committee may confirm or set aside the decision. If the 
Standing Committee sets aside the decision, it will send it back to the Refugee 
Status Determination Officer with direction for further action. 

(3) The Standing Committee shall inform the Refugee Status Determination 
Officer concerned of its decision and such decision shall be in the form and contain 
substantially the information prescribed in Annexure 2 to these Regulations. 

(4) Normally, the Standing Committee shall inform the Refugee Status 
Determination Officer of the decision within 5 days of referral to the Standing 
Committee. 

14  Appeals to the appeal board 

(1) An appeal in terms of section 26 of the Act: 
 (a) must be lodged in person within 30 days of receipt by the asylum 

applicant of the letter of rejection from the Refugee Status 
Determination Officer; and 

 (b) must be lodged in person directly at a designated Refugee Reception 
Office. 

15  Refugee status and identity document 

(1) An asylum applicant who has been granted asylum in terms of section 
24(3)(a) of the Act- 
 (a) shall be issued with a written formal recognition of refugee status; 
 (b) is entitled to apply for a refugee identity document in accordance with 

section 30 of the Act; 
 (c) is entitled to full legal protection and the right to remain in the Republic 

in accordance with the Act; 
 (d) is entitled to apply for an immigration permit in terms of the Aliens 

Control Act after five years' continuous residence in the Republic from 
the date he or she was granted asylum, if the Standing Committee 
certifies that he or she will remain a refugee indefinitely; 

 (e) is entitled to apply for and receive a UN Convention Travel Document 
(UN-CTD) issued by the government of South Africa; 

 (f) is entitled to seek employment; and 
 (g) is entitled to the same basic health services and basic primary education 

as the inhabitants of the Republic. 

(2) The refugee identification document will be valid for an initial period of 2 
years from the date asylum is granted, unless refugee status is withdrawn pursuant 
to section 36 of the Act within that time period. 

Back to contents



(3) To avoid lapses between the date of expiry and any renewal of the identity 
document, an individual must apply to the Standing Committee for renewal of the 
document not later than ninety (90) days prior to the date of expiry of the refugee 
identity document. 

(4) When a refugee applies for renewal of the refugee identity document, the 
Standing Committee will consider whether he or she will remain a refugee 
indefinitely, pursuant to section 27(c) of the Act, if such certification has not already 
been issued pursuant to subregulation (5), or is subject to a withdrawal of refugee 
status under section 36 of the Act, with the following consequences: 
 (a) If the Standing Committee determines that the individual will remain a 

refugee for the foreseeable future, the Standing Committee will certify 
that the individual will remain a refugee indefinitely, and the individual 
may apply for an immigration permit pursuant to section 27(c) of the 
Act. 

 (b) If the Standing Committee determines that grounds for withdrawal of 
refugee status apply pursuant to section 36 of the Act, the Standing 
Committee will issue a notice of intent to withdraw refugee status 
pursuant to subregulation 17(2). 

 (c) If the Standing Committee fails to find that the individual will remain a 
refugee in the foreseeable future and that no grounds for withdrawal of 
refugee status apply, the Refugee Status Determination Officer will 
renew the refugee identity document, valid for period of 2 years. 

(5) At the time refugee status is granted, the Standing Committee may, in its 
discretion, certify that an individual will remain a refugee indefinitely, if the refugee 
has established compelling reasons arising out of previous persecution for refusing 
to return to the country of persecution, even if conditions in that country have 
fundamentally changed or are likely to fundamentally change in the foreseeable 
future. 

16  Dependants 

(1) Dependants who accompanied the asylum applicant to the Republic may 
apply for refugee status pursuant to section 3(c) of the Act. 

(2) The Refugee Reception Officer will assist in including in the principal's asylum 
application each dependant who seeks asylum pursuant to section 3(c) of the Act. 

(3) The principal asylum seeker or dependant must provide proof of relationship. 
Proof of relationship may be established by documentary evidence, such as 
marriage or birth or baptismal certificates, or travel documents. In the absence of 
such documentary evidence and a reasonable explanation as to why such 
documentary evidence is not available, relationship may be established by affidavits 
or credible sworn statement. 

(4) Each dependant included on an asylum application shall be issued an asylum 
seeker permit and must comply with the terms prescribed on the permit, including 
required appearances at the Refugee Reception Office. 

(5) Any dependants applying for refugee status pursuant to section 3(c) of the 
Act must appear for the hearing before a Refugee Status Determination Officer with 
the principal asylum seeker. 

(6) Pursuant to sections 33(2) and (3) of the Act, a dependant of a recognised 
refugee, who ceases to meet the definition of dependant under the Act, because of 
divorce, marriage, attainment of majority, or death- 
 (a) may continue to remain in the Republic provided the dependant has an 

asylum seeker permit or has been granted asylum; and 
 (b) will be given the opportunity to apply for asylum pursuant to section 3(a) 

or (b) of the Act. 
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(7) If the asylum seeker permit of the principal applicant is withdrawn, the 
asylum seeker permit of any dependant based on section 3(c) of the Act will also be 
withdrawn. However, such withdrawal does not preclude the dependant from 
applying for asylum independantly pursuant section 3(a) or (b) of the Act. 

17  Withdrawal of refugee status 

(1) Before refugee status may be withdrawn, the Standing Committee must 
provide written notice to the refugee: 
 (a) explaining that the Standing Committee intends to withdraw the status; 
 (b) identifying the reasons for the intended withdrawal; and 
 (c) giving the refugee notice that he or she has the right to make a written 

submission to respond to the Standing Committee within 30 days of the 
date of notice. 

(2) The burden of proof is on the Standing Committee to establish that a refugee 
is subject to one or more of the grounds for withdrawal enumerated in subregulation 
17(a). 

(3) If the refugee fails to respond within the prescribed period of time or the 
response fails to overcome the reasons provided for the withdrawal, the refugee 
status may be withdrawn and the individual may be treated as a prohibited person 
under the Aliens Control Act and be subject to detention pursuant to section 36(3) 
of the Act. 

18  Retrospective application of regulations 

(1) The provisions of regulations 3(1) and 3(3) shall only apply to those 
applications lodged after the publication of these Regulations. 

19  Transitional arrangements 
 (a) Pursuant to section 38(1)(g) of the Act, transitional arrangements are 

hereby agreed upon between the Department and the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees in order to reduce the backlog in 
outstanding asylum applications. 

 (b) Pursuant to section 11(a) of the Act, the Standing Committee shall 
formulate and implement specific procedures for the purposes of the 
exercise as envisaged in (a) above. The document setting forth the 
procedures shall be made available to any interested party on request to 
the Department of Home Affairs. 

[Reg. 19 inserted by GN R938 of 15 September 2000] 

20  Short title and commencement 
These Regulations will be known as the Refugee Regulations (Forms and 

Procedure), 2000. 
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ANNEXURE 1 
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FORM FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS 

 
ANNEXURE 1 

B1-1590 

 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FORM FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS 
1. PERSONAL DETAILS 

 A. SURNAME/FAMILY NAME: 

 NAME/S:  

 DATE OF BIRTH:  

 MALE  PLACE OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF BIRTH 
 FEMALE    
 CURRENT NATIONALITY ETHNIC GROUP PREVIOUS NATIONALITY/IES (IF ANY) 
 LANGUAGE OTHER LANGUAGES RELIGION 
 RESIDENCY DURING THE 

LAST TEN YEARS 
  

 

 MARITAL STATUS: 

B. FAMILY DETAILS 
UNMARRIED/MARRIED/DIVORCED 

(Delete where applicable)    

 NAME OF SPOUSE: D.O.B NATIONALITY WHEREABOUTS 
     
 LIST CHILDREN GENDER    
 1.     
 2.     
 3.     
 4.     
 5.     
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 NAME OF APPLICANT’S MOTHER    
     
 NAME OF APPLICANT’S FATHER    
     

 

 ARE YOU IN POSSESSION OF YOUR PASSPORT/TRAVEL DOCUMENT/IDENTITY DOCUMENT?(YES/NO) 

C. IDENTITY/TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: 

 IF YES, PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING TABLE: 
 PASSPORT/TRAVEL 

DOCUMENT/IDENTITY 
DOCUMENT 

AUTHENTIC FALSE ISSUED BY THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

     
 PLACE AND DATE OF ISSUE  
 ISSUING AUTHORITY  
 DATE OF EXPIRY  
 DOCUMENTS 

DESTROYED/DISPOSED OF  
REASON: 
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 HAVE YOU VISITED THE RSA PREVIOUSLY?  

D. PREVIOUS VISITS TO THE RSA 
YES/NO 

 IF YES, WHEN AND FOR HOW LONG? 
........................................................................................................................ 

 ON WHAT PERMIT DID YOU ENTER THE RSA? 
........................................................................................................................ 

 WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR VISIT? 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 HAVE YOU EVER OVERSTAYED OR BEEN ORDERED TO LEAVE THE RSA? YES/NO 

 IF YES, WHEN AND WHY? 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 HIGEST QUALIFICATION OBTAINED 

E. EDUCATION 

........................................................................................................................ 

 PROFESSION 
........................................................................................................................ 

 PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT 
........................................................................................................................ 

 DURATION: ................................. FROM .......................... TO ............................ 

□ PLEASE LIST THE COUNTRIES YOU TRASNITED ROUTE TO THE RSA AND THE DURATION OF 
YOUR STAY: 

F. ROUTE TAKEN TO THE RSA 

 COUNTRY DURATION 
 1.  
   
 2.  
   
 3.  
   
 4.  
   
 5.  
   
 6.  
   
   
 

 DID YOU APPLY FOR ASYLUM IN THE COUNTRY/IES LISTED ABOVE? 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 IF YES, GIVE DETAILS: 
........................................................................................................................ 

 IF NO, WHY DID YOU NOT APPLY FOR ASYLUM? 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 WAS YOUR APPLICATION DECIDED UPON? YES/NO 
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 IF NOT, STATE REASON/S 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 WAS YOUR APPLICATION GRANTED? YES/NO 

 IF YES ,PLEASE GIVE REASONS FOR YOUR DEPATURE 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 DO YOU HAVE PREVIOUS CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS? 

G. CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS 
(YES/NO) 

 IF YES, PLEASE STATE THE DATE AND NATURE OF THE CRIME/ OFFENCE COMMITED 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 IS MILITARY SERIVCE COMPULSORY IN YOUR HOME COUNTRY? 

H. MILITARY SREVICE 
YES/NO 

 IF YES, HAVE YOU BEEN CALLED UP FOR DUTY? YES/NO 

 WHAT WAS THE LENGTH/DURATION OF SERVICE? 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 

 IF YOU WERE CALLED UP AND DID NOT SERVE, PLEASE STATE REASONS 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

______________________________________ 
 

 CAPITAL CITY: 

2. COUNTRY BACKGROUND 
.......................... 

 MAJOR CITIES: .......................... 

 CURRENCY: .......................... 

 LANGUAGES SPOKEN: .......................... 

 RELIGION: .......................... 

 POLITICAL PARTIES AND LEADERS: .......................... 

........................................................................................................................ 

 NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES: .......................... 

 DESCRIPTION OF NATIONAL FLAG: .......................... 

 NATIONAL ANTHEM: .......................... 

______________________________________ 
 

a. WHEN DID YOU LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN? 
3. APPLICANT’S STORY (CHRONOLOGICALLY) 

.......................... 
b. MODE OF TRAVEL (AIR/LAND/SEA)? .......................... 
c. WHEN DID YOU ENTER THE RSA? .......................... 
d. WHERE DID YOU ENTER THE RSA? 

........................................................................................................................ 
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........................................................................................................................ 

 

(FOR THIS SECTION, APPLICANTS SHOULD PROVIDE PROOF/EVIDENCE, WHERE POSSIBLE) 
4. REASONS FOR APPLYING FOR ASYLUM 

a. ARE YOU RECOGNISED AS A REFUGEE BY 
THE UNHCR? 

YES/NO 

 IF YES, DATE:  UNHCR FIELD OFFICE:  

b ARE YOU REGISTERED WITH ANY OTHER INTERNATIONAL OR NATIONAL AGENCY? YES/NO 

 IF YES, GIVE DETAILS? 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

c. ARE YOU REGISTERED WITH AN EMBASSY, A CONSULATE OR ANY OTHER 
AUTHORITY OF YOUR HOME COUNTRY? 

YES/NO 

 IF YES, GIVE DETAILS: 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

d. WERE YOU ACTIVE IN ANY ORGANISATION? YES/NO 

 IF YES, PLEASE GIVE DETAILS: 
NAME: ...................................................................................................................... 
LEADER .................................................................................................................... 
ACTIVITIES .............................................................................................................. 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
f. IF YOU WERE ARRESTED PREVIOUSLY, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

 WHY WERE YOU ARRESTED? 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
 

 WHEN WERE YOU ARRESTED? 
........................................................................................................................ 

 WERE YOU ARRESTED INDIVIDULALLY OR AS PART OF A GROUP? 
........................................................................................................................ 

 WHO ARRESTED YOU?(ARMY, POLICE, OTHER) 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 WHERE WERE YOU ARRESTED? (NEAREST IDENTIFIABLE TOWN) 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 WHEN WERE YOU RELEASED? 
........................................................................................................................ 
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 DID YOU RECEIVE ASSISTANCE FROM LAWYERS OR ORGANISATIONS DURING OR AFTER YOUR 

ARREST? GIVE DETAILS 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

g. WHY ARE YOU APPLYING FOR ASYLUM? (ADDITIONAL PAPER MAY BE USED) 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 
WHICH MEASURES DID YOU TAKE TO SOLVE YOUR PROBLEM? 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 

 DO YOU WISH TO RETURN TO YOUR HOME COUNTRY?  YES/NO 

 IF NOT, PLEASE GIVE REASONS: 
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 

 
5. THE APPLICANT HAS BEEN INFORMED (mark with an X): 

 THAT ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED IS CONFIDENTIAL 

  THAT ALL FACTS STATED DURING THE INTERVIEW WILL BE USED TO REACH A DECISION 

  THAT IDENTITY MUST BE CONFIRMED IN OTHER WAYS ID IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS 
ARE NOT AVAILABLE 

  THAT FALSE OR INCORRECT INFORMATION MAY LEAD TO PROSECUTION OR DISCREDIT 
THE CLAIMANT  
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I, ……………………………………………………, HAVE SUBMITTED TO THE FACT THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION 
IS TO BE THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE TRUE AND CORRECT 

6. DECLARATION BY THE APPLICANT 

SIGNATURE .................................................. DATE: ....................................... 
 

 NAME OF INTERPRETER 

7. INTERPRETER: 
........................................................ 

 QUALIFICATION/S: ........................................................ 

 ADDRESS: ........................................................ 

 CONTACT NUMBER: ........................................................ 

 INSTITUTE: ........................................................ 

 DATE: ........................................................ 

 
8. DECLARATION BY THE APPLICANT IN REGARD TO THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE ELIGIBILITY 

DETERMINATION FORM 
I,………………………………………………………, NATIONAL OF ………………………………………SOLEMNLY DECLARE THAT 
THE CONTENTS OF THIS FORM ARE TRUE AND CORRECT 
SIGNATURE .................................................. DATE: ....................................... 
 

A. 
9. FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

........................................................................................................................ 
PRELIMINARY COMMENTS BY REFUGEE RECEPTION OFFICER: 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

SIGNATURE .................................................. DATE: ....................................... 

B. 
........................................................................................................................ 
DECISION BY REFUGEE STATUS DETERMINATION OFFICER: 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

SIGNATURE .................................................. DATE: ....................................... 
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ANNEXURE 2 
SUBMISSION TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ANNEXURE 2 
B1-1691 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 
SUBMISSIONS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE 

Name and Surname of the RSDO .......................................................................... 
Date:                                

Office: .......................................................................... 
Comments: ........................................................................................................... 
.................................................................................................................................. 
Case Profile: 
Name of IC:  .......................................... 
Nationality: .......................................... 
Country of origin .......................................... 
Date of Birth: .......................................... 
File No: .......................................... 
Documents Considered 

 BI-1590 

 Other Documents 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
1. Background Information 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
2. Reasoning 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
.................................................................................................................................. 
3. Decision of the Refugee Status Determination Officer: 
This case is decided as manifestly Unfounded/Abusive/Fradulent 
4. Decision of the Standing Committee 

UPHELD/REFERRED 
Date: 
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ANNEXURE 3 
ASYLUM SEEKER TEMPORARY PERMIT 

ANNEXURE 3 
B1-1692 

 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 

ASYLUM SEEKER TEMPORARY PERMIT 
Section 22 of the Refugee Act No.130 of 

1998 
case number 

Computer generated 
(scanned) photograph 
of the asylum seeker: 

   
Permission is hereby granted to the following person as holder of this permit to remain in the RSA or 
part thereof as determined in part B hereof: 
A. PERSONAL PARTICULARS OF HOLDER 
Surname ................................... First name(s)............................................................ 
Residential address .................................................................................................... 
................................................................................................................................. 
Date of birth ............................................. Age ................... Gender: ......................... 
Nationality: ....................................... Country of origin: .............................................. 
Passport or travel document No.: ...................... Place of issue: .................. Expiry date: 
.................................. 
File number: ........................................ 
B. CONDITIONS 

 1. The holder of the permit may reside temporarily in either, (a) the Magisterial District of 
.................................. or (b) Province of .............................. for the purpose of 
applying for asylum in terms of the Refugees Act, No. 130 of 1998. 

 2. This permit holder shall, without expenses to the State leave the Republic on or before 
.................................. or such later date as a duly authorised by a Refugee Status 
Determination Officer if his/her application for asylum has been rejected. 

 3. The holder shall report only to the office where applicant initially applied 
................................ at interval of ................................ days/months and shall keep 
that officer duly advised of his/her place of residence. 

 4. This permit entitles the holder to: .............................................................. 

 5. Failure to comply with the conditions of this permit will be deal with in terms of Section 37 
(b) of the Refugees Act, 1998. 

 6. All permit holders are coliged to respect the laws of the RSA. 

 7. This permit will lapse if the permit holder does not appear in person as reguired at the 
designated Refugee Reception Officer or if he/she departs from the Republic without prior 
authorisation from the Director-General. 

 8. All other permits issued prior to the issuance of this permit are automatically rule fied. 

 9. Other conditions: .........................................-EMPLOYMENT AND STUDY 
PROHIBITED-..................................... 

 10. I/We .................................................... and ....................................... agreed to the 
above conditions, and understand that a breach thereof will result in an offence in terms 
of section 37(d) of the /refugees Act, 1998. 

Signature of Permit Holder  
Place ................................................ Date ........................................ 
 TP NUMBER OFFICIAL STAMP 

..........................................................   

Refugee Reception Officer  
Name ................................................................... 
Appointment/Force number .................................... 
Date .................................................................... 
Place ................................................................... 
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C. IDENTIFICATION OF HOLDER 
 Thumb impression on issue Computer generated 

Impression of 
thumbprint 

Thumb impression on surrender 

 Taken by (name) ................................. Taken by (name) .................................. 
 Left/Right thumb .................................. Left/Right thumb ................................... 
 Date ................................................... Date .................................................... 
 Place .................................................. Place .................................................... 
D. EXTENSION OF VALIDITY OF PERMIT OFFICIAL STAMP 
 Validity of permit is extended until ..................................  
    
 ......................................... .........................................  
 Authorised Officer Date  
 EXTENSION OF VALIDITY OF PERMIT OFFICIAL STAMP 
 Validity of permit is extended until ..................................  
    
 ......................................... .........................................  
 Authorised Officer Date  
 EXTENSION OF VALIDITY OF PERMIT OFFICIAL STAMP 
 Validity of permit is extended until ..................................  
    
 ......................................... .........................................  
 Authorised Officer Date  
    
E. FINAL DISPOSAL OF CASE  
 Refugee Status Determination Officer ............................ Date .......................... 
 Appointment/Force number .................................. Place .................................. 
 CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATOR OFFICIAL STAMP 
 I(full name) ....................................................................  
 certify that I translated the content of this permit to the 

person/persons concerned in the language ........................ and that 
he/she/they understand (s) the contents. 
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ANNEXURE 4 
FORMAL RECOGNITION OF REFUGEE STATUS IN THE RSA 

ANNEXURE 4 
B1/172692 

B1-1693 

 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 

FORMAL RECOGNITION OF REFUGEE STATUS IN THE RSA 
REFUGEES ACT, 1998 (ACT 130 OF 1998) 

It is hereby certified that the person whose particulars appear below has, in terms of Section 24 (3) (a) 
of the Refugees Act 1998 (Act 130 of 1998), been recognised as a refugee in the Republic of South 
Africa (RSA) from ____________________ to __________________ on condition that this formal 
recognition shall become null and void if he/she departs permanently from the Republic. 
The refugee shall within 14 days of receipt hereof apply for a Refugee Identity Document in the RSA, 
and is not entitled to a South African Identity Document. 
______________________ ________________ 
p.p.DIRECTOR-GENERAL ISSUING OFFICE 
DATE: 
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 

PARTICULARS OF RECOGNISED REFUGEE IN THE RSA 
     
     
     

     
 THUMB PRINT  PHOTO  
NAME AND SURNAME: 
GENDER: 
DATE OF BIRTH: 
COUNTRY OF BIRTH: 
NATIONALITY: 
MARITAL STATUS: 
PASSPORT NUMBER: 

 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 

FORMAL RECOGNITION OF REFUGEE STATUS IN THE RSA 
REFUGEES ACT, 1998 (ACT 130 OF 1998) 

 
DEPENDANT 

    
     
     
 Thumb Print  Photo  
NAME AND SURNAME: 
GENDER: 
DATE OF BIRTH: 

 
DEPENDANT 

    
     
     
 Thumb Print  Photo  
NAME AND SURNAME: 
GENDER: 
DATE OF BIRTH: 

 
DEPENDANT 

    
     
     

 Thumb Print  Photo  

Cont/d ... Dependents 

 

Back to contents




